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to convict others of being wrong, but only to make it clear that he 
is right. His discussion is for this reason admirably fitted to con- 
vince opponents, as also to inspire in all readers a like catholicity of 
spirit. 

There is no space, and perhaps no need, for the mention of other 
characteristics. Congratulations are due to Dr. Morris that, through 
the grace of his Lord, he gives to his denomination, to the church of 
Christ, and to the world this ripe and rich fruit of his long and faithful 
labors. 

Geo. D. B. Pepper. 

Waterville, Me. 

Einleitung in die christliche Glaubenslehre, im Sinn der 
gegenwartigen evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche. Von Georg 
Schnedermann. Leipzig: Deichert, 1899. Pp. xv + 215. 
M. 3.60. 

This is a work from the point of view of the Lutheran party in 
general and the Frankian (mostly a thing of the past) school in par- 
ticular. Chap. 1 treats of the conception of introduction and the 
presuppositions of Christian dogmatics. For the business of intro- 
duction the total thoughts and conceptions of the Christian are at the 
disposal of the theologian ; in particular, those of a universal, philo- 
sophic, self-evident character, that are not peculiarly "dogmatic." 
The presupposition of Christian theology is the Christian conscious- 
ness — it is at this point that the author shows himself an orthodox 
disciple of Frank. This Christian consciousness must be in the form 
of the Lutheran ecclesiastical modification, of course. The "task " of 
Christian dogmatics is the subject of chap. 2. It is the science of the 
Christian faith, " taught by Christians for Christians." The science is 
therefore not a selbstdndige Grosse; yet Einheitlichkeit and Vollstdndigkeit 
are its essential characteristics. To be sure, it is the Lutheran type 
of faith which the author's "science" would have for its "task." 
Chap. 3 is devoted to the Trdger — the subject, expounder, bearer — 
of Christian dogmatics. The answer begins : " Not God himself " 
(sic), rather " the human side of the Gemeinschaftsverhaltnisse" and 
indeed not "als beliebiger Mensch, oder als Glied eines bestimmten 
Volkes " (this against Jewish or Roman particularism, p. 98), "oder als 
Vertreter der Menschheit uberhaupt " (against false universalism, p. 96), 
" sondern als Gottesmensch " (sic). The bearer must be a Christian, 
in principle any Christian ; but also a scientific thinker; in brief, "the 
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Christian as theologian" — which in the end amounts to saying tauto- 
logically that the bearer of theology must be a (Lutheran) theologian : 
opium puts to sleep because it has a virtus dormitiva. The sources of 
Christian dogmatics are divulged in chap. 4. " Der von dem Glaubens- 
lehrer gesuchte Stoff sind alle Glaubensaussagen von Christen mit 
Ausschluss der Lehrsatze des Tragers als solche" (p. 132); yet the 
"nachste " Quelle is the consciousness of the bearer of dogmatics. 
The second source is the whole wealth of ecclesiastical declarations of 
word and deed (p. 152). The third source is the utterances of the 
primitive community as found in the sacred Scriptures — utterances of 
the Old Testament not having the value of the New Testament. The 
fourth source and supreme consists of the words and deeds of Jesus 
Christ. Nothing is to be drawn from the universal human conscious- 
ness (p. 166). Chap, s discusses the arrangement of material. It is best 
to begin with our communion with God through Jesus Christ (p. 182). 

While recognizing merit in the book, I am sure that it would doom 
dogmatics to become a sort of esoteric cult. 

George B. Foster. 

The University of Chicago. 



LUTHERISCHE DOGMAT1K. Von ALEXANDER VON OETTINGEN. 

2 vols. Miinchen : Beck. 

Vol. I, Principienlehre, 1897, xx + 478 pp., M. 8; Vol. II, System 
der christlichen Heilswahrheit ; Erster Teil : " Die Heilsbedingun- 
gen," 1900, xvi + 688 pp., M. 11.50. 

Professor von Oettingen's name is not as well known to American 
readers as that of some other German theologians. He is a native of 
the Baltic provinces of Russia, where the German language and 
Lutheran Protestantism have maintained their tenacious life against 
foreign national and religious influences. He has taught there, at the 
university of Dorpat, since 1854, retiring from academic work in 1890. 
His most important previous work was his system of ethics : Die 
Moralstatistik und die christliche Sittenlehre, Versuch einer Socialethik. 
In the first volume of that book he investigated the ethical life of 
nations and classes as registered in the statistics of morality, and in 
the second volume he deduced from these facts a theory of social 
ethics, of a corporate ethical life of humanity. Some of the most 
interesting and useful sections in the work before us are traceable to 
that former book. He is now using the leisure of his retirement to 
put forth the mature fruit of his fifty years of theological teaching. 



